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REF339 

5 November 2024 

 

 
Justin Fitzpatrick-Barr  
Singleton Council 
12-14 Queen Street 
Singleton NSW 2330 

 

Sent via email to council@singleton.nsw.gov.au 

 
Dear Justin, 

 
Re:  Proposed Hunter-Central Coast Renewable Energy Zone Network Infrastructure – Consultation 
under the Electricity Supply Act 1995 and the State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport & 
Infrastructure) 2021 

I am formally notifying the Council about Ausgrid’s proposal to build, operate, and maintain the Hunter-
Central Coast Renewable Energy Zone (HCC REZ) Infrastructure between Kurri Kurri and Muswellbrook. 
Council is invited to review and submit feedback on the relevant HCC REZ infrastructure proposed in the 
local government area. 

About the Project 

EnergyCo is responsible for developing and overseeing the planning and approval processes for the REZ 
Infrastructure. After a competitive tender process, EnergyCo has selected Ausgrid as preferred network 
operator for the REZ. Ausgrid would design, build, finance, operate and maintain the REZ infrastructure.  

Ausgrid’s proposed solution (shown in Figure 1) involves a major augmentation of Ausgrid’s electricity 
network in the Hunter region to provide an additional 1 GW of renewable energy transfer capacity by mid-
2028. This would include works which span multiple LGAs comprising of: 

 rebuilding subtransmission lines,  

 building two new substations; and  

 augmenting several existing substations.  

This work would facilitate the connection and transfer of power generated by batteries, pumped hydro, solar 
and wind farms to electricity consumers in the Muswellbrook and Newcastle areas.   

The HCC REZ infrastructure would predominantly be constructed on land owned by Ausgrid or on public 
land. The subtransmission lines would be predominantly built within corridors of land known as 
subtransmission line easements. Ausgrid would use existing easements where possible; however, there 
would be the need to widen easements or acquire new easements in some sections.  
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Figure 1: Proposed location 

 

Proposed infrastructure in Singleton LGA 

Ausgrid’s proposed solution within the Singelton LGA (shown in Figure 2) would include: 

 54 km overhead subtransmission powerline reconstruction within existing powerline corridors. 

 Minor interfacing works outside of powerline corridors. 

 Minor upgrades at existing substations.  

Related projects subject to separate environmental impact assessments include: 

 Early works distribution 11kV/400V network relocations  

 Communication network upgrades 

Figure 2: Ausgrid’s proposed solution within the Singelton LGA 
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Proposal alternatives 

Several alternatives were considered for the proposed powerline route including building of new feeders in 
greenfield areas. The greenfield option was not preferred as it would involve significantly more 
land/easement acquisition, vegetation removal, land disturbance and cost in comparison to the preferred 
option.  

Figure 3: Comparison between Ausgrid’s existing and proposed powerline corridor 

 

Project justification 

The proposal is driven by the transition of electricity generation from coal to renewables. The electricity 
subtransmission network must be ready to connect and distribute new sources of renewable energy to where 
it is needed. 

Proposed timing 

Subject to assessment and approval, work is expected to commence in 2025 and would be completed in 
mid-2028. Generally, work hours would be between 7am and 6pm Monday to Friday and 8am and 1pm on 
Saturday. To facilitate the delivery timeframes required some parts of the works would be completed on a 7-
day roster, where there would only be minor impacts to the surrounding landowners and community. 

Community consultation 

We are committed to the local communities we work with, ensuring local knowledge and skills are key inputs 
into our projects. We understand that the support and local knowledge of the communities in which we 
operate is crucial to successful clean energy development.  

Ausgrid is undertaking a range of activities to ensure community members are aware of the proposed activities 
and have an opportunity to provide feedback on the project. 

Community engagement activities proposed/undertaken for this proposal include: 

 Individual engagement with landowners and near neighbours. 

 Project website. 

 Public information sessions and pop-up/drop-in information sessions. 

 Community newsletters sent to the local community at key stages of the project to notify them of the 
proposal and provide construction information and information on how to contact Ausgrid’s project 
team.  

 Briefings with key stakeholder briefings and State and local government agencies.  

 Briefings with elected officials  

 Community and industry webinars.   

 First Nations engagement. 

 Reference group/s and technical working group/s  

 Issuing of statutory notices under the Electricity Supply Act 1995 and State Environmental Planning 
Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021. 
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Environmental assessment  

Ausgrid will be carrying out an environmental assessment for this project to meet the requirements of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  Therefore, in addition to any submission, can you 
please advise of any information, on proposed developments or activities in the immediate area of Ausgrid's 
proposal, that Council is aware of which will assist us in considering all relevant issues and adequately 
assessing the environmental and cumulative impacts. Such information could include: 

 specific zoning and consent requirements 

 approved surrounding land uses 

 any known environmental restrictions (e.g. environmental protection area etc) 

 threatened or endangered flora or fauna species 

 fire prone land 

 stormwater 

 councils infrastructure 

 locally rare or protected flora or fauna or areas of critical habitat 

 wetlands or flood prone areas 

 land contamination, potential or actual acid sulphate soils, soil instability or subsidence 

 heritage items or relics, including Aboriginal heritage and sites 

 site access, traffic or parking restrictions 

 adjacent sensitive sites 

 potential community concerns of which Council may be aware 

 other nearby development proposals likely to impact upon Ausgrid’s proposal 

 any other items that Council considers relevant. 

The proposed activities would have environmental management safeguards to a suitable standard 
implemented in accordance with the assessment and Ausgrid’s Environmental Handbook for Construction 
and Maintenance (NUS 174C).   

Application under Section 138 Consent Roads Act 1993  

The works would also include rebuilding subtransmission lines along Broke Rd and Mt Thorley. These roads 
are classified regional roads as determined by Transport for NSW. In accordance with the enclosed General 
Concurrence from TfNSW (formerly Roads and Maritime Services) Ausgrid seeks Council’s consent to 
undertake the proposed works over these regionally classified roads.  

Submissions 

Submissions and information for this project will be considered if received within 40 days of the date of this 
letter. The 40 days takes into consideration the 40 days as required by the Electricity Supply Act 1995 and 
21 days as required under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport & Infrastructure) 2021 
concurrently. Submissions and information may be sent via e-mail (HCCREZ@ausgrid.com.au). 

If no written correspondence is received by within 40 days from the date of this letter, we will consider that 
Council does not wish to lodge a submission, and we will proceed to schedule work after this date. Council 
can request a copy of the environmental assessment to be issued once it is completed. Please include in the 
submission for the proposal whether a copy is required, how many copies are required and the format type. 

Please contact me if you would like to discuss this matter on 0414 192 495. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jason Wall 
Project Director HCC REZ 
Ausgrid 



Council Reference: 24/787274

Jason Wall 
Ausgrid 
145 Newcastle Road 
Wallsend NSW 2300 

Dear Jason, 

Proposed Hunter-Central Coast Renewable Energy Zone Network Infrastructure – 
Consultation under the Electricity Supply Act 1995 and the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Transport & Infrastructure) 2021 

Ausgrid as the Preferred Network Operator 
Singleton Council notes that Ausgrid has been selected as the preferred network operator 
for the HCC REZ and looks forward to engaging and collaborating with your team 
throughout the project's development.  

Limited Information and Concerns About Coordination 
As you can appreciate, given the limited detailed information provided to Singleton Council 
to date, it is difficult to provide comprehensive feedback on the proposed infrastructure 
within the Singleton Local Government Area (LGA). However, we do wish to highlight 
several concerns related to the coordination of infrastructure, particularly the connections 
between the REZ infrastructure and private renewable energy providers. 

It appears there is currently a lack of coordination between EnergyCo, network operators, 
and private energy providers, which raises significant concerns about the potential impacts 
on Council and the broader community. Without a coordinated approach, the responsibility 
for managing power generation facilities and the “last mile” will fall to each local council 
individually, rather than being managed in a holistic, regional manner. This fragmented 
approach could lead to a range of issues, including: 

• Strain on Council Resources: The burden of managing infrastructure without
adequate support or coordination will stretch Council’s resources, both financially
and operationally.

Singleton Council acknowledges receipt of your letter dated 5 November 2024 regarding 
the proposed Hunter-Central Coast Renewable Energy Zone (HCC REZ) Network 
Infrastructure. Please consider this letter Singleton Council’s formal response in 
accordance with the Electricity Supply Act, 1995 and the State Environmental Planning 
Policy (Transport & Infrastructure) 2021. 

13 December 2024 



Page 2 of 4 

• Inconsistent Infrastructure Development: Lack of coordination could result in 
mismatched or incompatible infrastructure across different areas, leading to 
inefficiencies and disruptions. 

 
• Community and Environmental Impact: The absence of a unified plan could 

increase negative impacts on the community, including traffic, noise, or 
environmental degradation, which may be difficult for Council to manage effectively. 

 
• Lack of Local Input and Representation: Without a coordinated approach, 

councils may have limited input into the planning and development of infrastructure, 
potentially overlooking local needs and concerns. 

 
• Challenges in Coordinating Infrastructure Upgrades: The fragmented approach 

may hinder the timely and efficient upgrading of essential infrastructure. 
 
Request for Coordinated Approach 
Considering the above, Singleton Council strongly advocates for a coordinated and 
integrated approach to the management of the connections between the REZ 
infrastructure and private renewable energy providers. Council considers this to be 
essential to ensure that the transition to renewable energy is both sustainable and 
beneficial to local communities within the REZ, with minimal risk to public safety, public 
infrastructure, and the environment. 
 
Previous Engagement with EnergyCo 
Singleton Council has raised these issues with EnergyCo on several occasions, and we 
encourage continued dialogue to address these concerns in the lead-up to the project’s 
commencement. 
 
Easement and Infrastructure Impact 
It is understood that much of the HCC REZ infrastructure will be built within existing sub-
transmission line easements but there may be a need to widen these easements or 
acquire new ones as part of the project. To ensure early planning and mitigate potential 
impacts on Council’s assets, we request that detailed information regarding any 
amendments to existing easements, or new easements that may affect Council’s assets, 
be provided as early as possible. 
 
Additionally, we request further details regarding the proposed interfacing works outside 
the powerline corridors, and the impact of these works on Council assets. Further 
clarification on the upgrades at existing substations and any impact these may have on 
local infrastructure and the community is also requested. 
 
Distribution Network Relocations and Communication Upgrades 
As part of the proposed works, we request more detailed information on the distribution 
11kV/400V network relocations and communication network upgrades, including their 
potential impacts on Council assets and the local community. 
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Work Hours and Community Impact 
It is noted that work is expected to commence in 2025, with completion in mid-2028 and 
that work hours would be 7am - 6pm Monday to Friday and 8am - 1pm on Saturday and 
that some work may be completed on a 7- day roster. Council requests further details as to 
what the predicted impacts will be to the community and the road network during the 
proposed works.  
 
Consultation and Updates 
Singleton Council requests to be fully updated throughout the project lifecycle. As a 
minimum, a formal briefing with Councillors is requested at your earliest opportunity to 
ensure the elected council is kept informed and engaged with the project’s progress. 
 
Request for Spatial Data and Land Use Information 
Regarding your request for information relating to land and infrastructure in the immediate 
area of the proposal you will need to complete a spatial data request form and submit to 
Council. A data sharing agreement may  be needed before this information can be 
provided. To proceed with the data request please contact Paul Smith, Executive Liaison 
Officer – Major State Government Projects either via email at 
psmith@singleton.nsw.gov.au or via phone on 0423 278750.  
 
Section 138 Application for Works on Classified Roads 
A formal application under Section 138 of the Roads Act, 1993 will need to be made to 
Council to undertake the proposed works over any regionally classified roads located 
within the LGA. This is to be done through Council’s website: Road Permits | Singleton 
Council (nsw.gov.au) 
 
Environmental Assessment 
Once the environmental assessment for the project is completed, Council requests that an 
electronic version (PDF) be provided for review. 
 
Embedded Presence 
For major infrastructure projects, such as the HCC REZ, Singleton Council places 
significant importance on the managing organisation having an embedded presence in the 
Singleton CBD to enhance project visibility and transparency, encourage stronger 
stakeholder engagement, improve local workforce integration and to assist in 
understanding the local context.   
 
Accommodation and Employment  
Singleton Council considers that an Accommodation and Employment Strategy is crucial 
for this project and should be developed in close consultation with Council. The 
Accommodation and Employment Strategy must:  

a. Propose measures to ensure there is sufficient accommodation for the workforce 
associated with the development 

b. Consider the cumulative impacts associated with other State significant projects in 
the LGA 

c. Investigate options for prioritising the employment of local workers for the 
construction and operation of the development, where feasible (where local is 
defined as within one (1) hour commute) 

mailto:psmith@singleton.nsw.gov.au
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/Live/Residents/Roads/Using-our-Roads/Road-Permits___.Y3A0YTphdXNncmlkMjpjOm86MGRlYmEzMWYyMTE2MzQ3YjY0YzE2OGMyNjllNzg4MjA6NjoyMTI5OmU1YTg3M2YzNTQ3YTI0Yzk1ZWViMDVkNGQwZmZhMDFiZjNlZTFhY2RhNmFhOWFiNWUzMTY0NWM0ZjZlYTJjOWQ6cDpUOk4
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Subsidence Advisory NSW

To report a mine subsidence safety issue, please call our
24 hour emergency hotline on 1800 248 083.
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Ausgrid is planning some powerline upgrades between Kurri Kurri and Muswellbrook.

 

Our intention is to remove power poles and install new power poles along the route of existing
powerlines. With only a few power poles deviating from the route to cater for the connection from
one powerline to another and enter into substations.

 

It appears that our works, are exempt works. However, I wanted to confirm if this is the case.

 

Kind regards

 

Matthew Faferko

0431 942 170
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